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a citizen who wishes for a revision on one of the
subjects mentioned, and does not wish for a revi-
sion on others, is nevertheless obliged to sign for
all or not sign at all. This method affords, more-
over, the only effective guarantee to the great body
of electors, who go to the polls upon the initiative of
a relatively small proportion of their number, that a
revision has really been demanded by the regulation
number of qualified voters on each separate subject."
The electors who wish to bring about a partial re-
vision of the constitution can do so by one of two
methods. They may demand in general terms that
a certain article should be revised in a certain sense,
or that a new article should be inserted in the con-
stitution. They may also draft the new article them-
selves. They are then said to make use of "the
formulated initiative."x

(A) When the demand is drawn up in general
terms, two courses are open to the Assembly:

(a) If it agrees with the petitioners, it proceeds to
effect the revision without further preliminaries, by
framing the articles which shall embody the popular
proposals.2

(6) If, on the other hand, the Federal Council does
not hold the same views as the 50,000 petitioners, then

1  [There is no provision made for the cantons as such to use the
"formulated initiative."    They can only initiate "in the forms
required for ordinary legislation."]

2  [By the law of January 17, 1892, the Assembly must decide
within a year whether it agrees with the petition Or not.  They may,
however, take their time about drafting the law proposed, as no
time limit is fixed in which it must be ready.   If the Assembly does
not decide within the year whether it will accept or reject the
proposal, then the popular suggestion is submitted by the Federal
Council to the vote of the people, as if the Assembly had rejected it.]